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❁ When you're assem-
bling the mine detector,
plug the covers on the
cable and earphone con-
nectors into the covers
for the connectors for
the electronics unit. That
keeps the covers from
disappearing and also
keeps the covers from
filling with dirt and sand
that can find their way to
the connectors. 

SGT Mark Mitchell 
USA Engineer School 
Ft Leonard Wood, MO

❁ When you adjust the detector's sensitivity,
you're supposed to hold the head 2 feet off
the ground and away from any metal that could
interfere with the reading. It's hard to hold the
head like that while making the adjustment, so
we drop to one knee and brace the detector
handle on the other knee.
That gives you the
right height and
makes it easier
to hold the head
in that position.

We've come up with a couple

of suggestions at the ARMY

Engineer school that’ll

help soldiers use and maintain

the AN/PSS-12 mine detector…

It's the year

205 bc. Just

outside Carthage

in north africa,

publius

cornelius,

the commander

of the attacking

Roman army, is

totally bummed

out… 

why

so glum,

boss?

you are my

second in

command,

antonius... I

will tell you.

hannibal is

attacking rome.

everyone is sick

of the smell of

elephants.

people are slipping

and falling in the

streets. peanut

supplies have been

exhausted.

to stop hannibal,

we must destroy

carthage... and

make him give

up his attack and

come home.

It's in the bag,

boss. just lay

some denarii on me

for new equipment

and we'll have the

job done in

no time.

AN/PSS-12 Mine Detector...
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that's

right!

repair

instead of

replace.

Great
idea!

if you only

replaced

the blade, you'd

save a denarius

on every pilum!

can't. rome says we're

spending too much

money. we've got to save

one denarius a day...

but... I can't figure out

how we'll do it.

and to top it off,

my girlfriend is

teed off because

we're fighting a

second punic war.

why didn't 

you get the

job done

the first

time?

why are all

these small

catapults in

the junk

pile,

commander?

we wore them

all out trying

to reach the

wall. they

never had

ehough oomph

to get there.

how much

does a small

catapult

cost?

a

hand-

ful of

denarii.

commander!

why not use the

big catapults

now… and save

the little ones

until we get

closer to

the wall?

hmm… not all

catapults are

made to do the

same job. It's

important to use

the one made for

the job at hand.

the

denarii

are

piling

up!

what's 

hap-

pening

there?

the blades of

their pilums

are busted…

so… they're

turning them in

for new ones.

how

much

does a

pilum

cost?

two

denarii—
the staff

costs one 

and the

blade

costs one.
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sorry, boss...

I gave up trying

to figure out

women after

psyche fell

for that little

twerp, cupid.

but one

denarius

a day

shouldn't

be too

hard.
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by

jupiter's

beard!

what

happened,

commander?

about 

one

dena-

rius.

hmmm…

keeping

tabs on tools

and equipment

will put extra

denarii in

rome's pocket

and send

hannibal and

his pachyderms

packing!

we're

sending

that back

to rome…

for

repair.

“look how it's

bouncing around,

boss. do you

really think it'll

make it to rome

without needing

greater repair…

or even

replacement?”

careful

shipping and

packing saves

denarii too.

and let's not for-

get preventive

maintenance.

stopping problems

before they start

would save

hundreds, even

thousands

of denarii.

I just fell

over this

blade

sharpener.

what's it

doing out

here? It

should be in

the tool

tent.

how

much

does it

cost?

look at the men,

commander. that's

not what a sword

was made for.

abused

equipment wears

out faster and

robs us of…

…denarii!

right,

boss! more

denarii going

down the

drain!

and where

is this

equipment

going?
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you are wise in

many ways, noble

antonius...but,

pretty dumb in

others.

take

him

away!

a second-in-command

should have spoken

about these things a

long time ago!

so carthage was

defeated and

rome was saved.

elephant steak

was had by all.

antonius was

busted to

legionnaire

5th class and

given the

job to clean

the streets

of rome.

cornelius learned that

saving one denarius a

day was pretty easy to

do… when jobs were

done right.

Throughout

history, good

preventitive

maintenance

has saved…

…Denarii! …Francs!

…dollars!

…pounds!
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CH-47D...

Repairmen, your Chinook engine’s main oil filters are routinely replaced during
400-hour phase maintenance, but don’t just blow off the daily check of the oil filter
indicator buttons. Dirty oil filters can shut down your aircraft at any time, even in
the air. 

If your bird works like a workhorse, your engine’s oil filters are working hard,
too. If the filters get clogged during operation, the oil filter indicator button pops out
to tell you it’s time to change the oil, now.

If the button is popped and daily inspections are ignored, clogged filters let dirty
oil pass through the engine system. That could damage engine bearings, then your
aircraft is down for extensive and expensive repairs.

So, if you want those engines to run
smoothly, inspect them every day, like it
says in Sequence 7.8 and 8.6 of TM 1-
1520-240-PMD. If the button is popped,
service your oil filter like it says in Task
1- 99 of TM 55-2840-254-23 on helicop-
ters with T55-L-712 engines and Task 1-
45 of TM 1-2840-265-23 on helicopters
with T55-GA-714A engines. That’ll
keep your engines from getting burned
by contaminated or dirty oil.

Looks like

everything

checks out!

Check oil filter indicator
for popped button

The moral of

the story is 

“preventive

maintenance

saves

dollars.”

And those extra

dollars will

ensure that you

continue to have

“the

world’s

best
equipment”
and continue to

maintain it!

not so

fast,

buddy!

you’d better

check the oil

filter indicator

button on both

my of engines…

they won’t

run smooth

with cruddy

oil!

Check Oil Filters Daily

586. 34-35 (C)  8/3/01  3:04 PM  Page 1


